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to the Commission
Rule 138
Charlie Weimers (ECR), Kosma Złotowski (ECR), Jorge Buxadé Villalba (ECR), Beata Kempa 
(ECR), Ladislav Ilčić (ECR), Hermann Tertsch (ECR), Dominik Tarczyński (ECR), Margarita de la 
Pisa Carrión (ECR), Robert Roos (ECR), Carlo Fidanza (ECR), Rob Rooken (ECR), Anna 
Zalewska (ECR)

Subject: Deterrent effect of third-country asylum processing and reception

In March more than 3 000 migrants crossed the English Channel by small boat compared with 831 in 
March 2021. The Border Force union warns that nearly 60 000 migrants are set to cross this year, 
many more than in 2021 when 28 526 migrants crossed by boat. In 2020, 8 404 such crossings were 
made.12

Following the announcement on 14 April that illegal migrants would be sent to Rwanda and ‘anyone 
entering the UK illegally’ since 1 January would fall under the scheme, with no limit on numbers, the 
number of weekly migrant crossings by small boat fell dramatically. From 20 April to 1 May the 
number of migrants and boats detected was zero.34

When Australia launched Operation Sovereign Borders, migrant deaths en-route and in Australian 
waters dropped to zero.5

Considering the proven record of reduced deaths en-route to destination countries when asylum 
processing and reception is relocated to third-country partner states:

1. Does the Commission recognise the deterrent effect of announcing (and following up with actual 
transfers) that illegal migrants will be sent to Rwanda?

2. Why is the Commission condemning the Australian, British and Danish asylum models?

3. Will the Commission examine how the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum could be reworked and 
relaunched to include the main components of the Australian, British and Danish migration and 
asylum policies?

Supporter6

1 https://news.sky.com/story/nearly-60-000-people-set-to-cross-english-channel-in-2022-as-home-office-
agrees-234-000-spend-on-charter-boat-12557219

2 https://www.bbc.com/news/explainers-53734793
3 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats-

weekly-data/weekly-number-of-migrants-detected-in-small-boats-18-to-24-april-2022
4 From 1st of May crossings have resumed. One explanation being that migrants realize the U.K. is not yet 

transferring those entering illegally to Rwanda.
5 https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/2523141/BOB-Research-Brief-18-_border-deaths-

annual-report-2020_Final.pdf
6 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Emmanouil Fragkos (ECR)


