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Subject: Using the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme to put an stop to the 
dumping of end-of-life fibreglass boats

Boat dumping is a problem in Italy, particularly in the southern regions, and across the entire EU; a 
solution would be to introduce a regulatory framework for manufacturers and distributors of 
recreational vessels on the basis of the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme, a policy 
already used for other types of products.

In Italy and France, the REFIBER1 and APER research programmes are working to make the nautical 
sector more sustainable by applying EPR to the management of end-of-life boats.

The programmes aim to study and create a tailored regulatory framework based on the technical, 
economic and legal feasibility of a collective national system for vessel management.

The current situation causes a huge environmental problem: without an organised regulatory and 
operational collection scheme for the recovery and treatment of end-of-life boats and because of how 
much it costs to deconstruct boats and dispose of the materials, vessels are either dumped along the 
coast, damaging the ecosystem for years, or the fibreglass is landfilled.

In the light of the above, can the Commission say:

1. Whether it will adopt legislation at EU level for end-of-life vessels, applying EPR?

2. Which European countries other than France have already introduced EPR for vessels?

1 https://refiber.it/


