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The strengthening of the EU borders remains a top priority for the Commission. An overview 
of all initiatives is available online1. Recent initiatives include the Communication ‘A strategy 
towards a fully functioning and resilient Schengen area2’, adopted in 2021, and the ‘State of 
Schengen Report3’ adopted early in 2022, in which the Commission outlined the measures 
relevant in this context. Moreover, the Commission adopted the policy document developing 
a multiannual strategic policy for European integrated border management4, which launches 
the Multiannual Strategic Policy cycle guiding how the European Border and Coast Guard 
should effectively operate as a structure over the next five years.

The Commission welcomes progress made in the negotiations concerning the proposal 
establishing the screening of migrants at the external borders5, as proposed in 2020. The 
Commission invites the European Parliament to give a speedy follow-up to this proposal, 
following the recent general approach in the Council. As regards operational developments, 
Regulation 2019/1896 on the European Border and Coast Guard6 gave the European Border 
and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) a stronger mandate and provided it with increased human 
and technical capabilities, including a standing corps of 10 000 operational staff by 2027. The 
renewed EU action plan against migrant smuggling (2021-2025)7 focuses on combatting 
criminal networks engaged in migrant smuggling, preventing the exploitation and ensuring 
the protection of smuggled migrants, and seeks to stimulate cooperation between the EU and 
countries of origin and transit through Anti-Smuggling Operational Partnerships8.

Regular statistical data on migration flows is collected by Frontex and can be found on their 
website9.

1 https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/index_en
2 COM(2021)277.
3 COM(2022)301 final/2.
4 COM(2022)303.
5 COM(2020)612.
6 Regulation (EU) 2019/1896 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 November 2019 on the 
European Border and Coast Guard, OJ L 295, 14.11.2019, p. 1–131.
7 COM(2021)591 final.
8 For example, through the recent launch of Anti-Smuggling Operational Partnerships with Morocco of 
8 July 2022 and with Niger of 15 July 2022.
9 https://frontex.europa.eu/
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