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1. The Commission is well aware of the health impacts of air pollution, and committed to 
tackle them. The potential benefits of ambitious climate policies on air quality improvement 
are comprehensively taken into account. The 2030 Climate Target Plan1 states that ‘achieving 
55% greenhouse gas emissions reductions could contribute to further decrease air pollution, 
reaching a total reduction of 60% by 2030 compared to 2015’, lowering health damages and 
contributing to mitigate other environmental concerns. The analysis can be found in the 
associated impact assessment2. The Fit For 55 (FF55) Effort Sharing Regulation3 and the 
Emissions Trading System policy proposals impact assessments also provide results on air 
pollutants projections4. Detailed results from the FF55 policy scenarios have been published5.

2. As outlined in the European Green Deal6, the Commission will propose, as part of the 
revision of the Ambient Air Quality Directives7: (1) to align the EU air quality standards 
more closely with the recommendations of the World Health Organization as updated in 
2021; (2) to further improve legal certainty and the enforceability of the legislative 
framework, including the provisions on public information, penalties and access to effective 
remedies; and (3) to strengthen air quality monitoring, modelling and air quality plans8. 
These improvements aim to further reduce the health impacts of air pollution and to ensure 
compliance with EU air quality standards. The EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability9 
also proposes a comprehensive set of action to address the impacts of the most hazardous 
chemicals on human health and the environment.

1 COM(2020) 562.
2 SWD(2020) 176, section 6.3 or Table 28.
3 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/effort-sharing-member-states-emission-targets/effort-sharing-2021-2030-
targets-and-flexibilities_en
4 for instance, SWD(2021) 611, Tables 17 and 18, or SWD(2021) 601, Table 14.
5 https://energy.ec.europa.eu/data-and-analysis/energy-modelling/policy-scenarios-delivering-european-green-
deal_en
6 COM(2019) 640.
7 Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality 
and cleaner air for Europe, OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p. 1–44, and Directive 2004/107/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 15 December 2004 relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in ambient air, OJ L 23, 26.1.2005, p. 3–16.
8 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12677-Air-quality-revision-of-EU-
rules_en
9 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
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