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Subject: Climate and biodiversity assessments regarding common agricultural policy strategic 
plans pursuant to obligations of the European Climate Law and the Strategic Plans 
Regulation

Article 6(4) of the European Climate Law1 stipulates that ‘The Commission shall assess the 
consistency of any draft measure [...] with the climate-neutrality objective set out in Article 2(1) and 
the Union 2030 and 2040 climate targets before adoption [...] and make the result of that assessment 
publicly available at the time of adoption.’

An implementing decision being a ‘measure’, is the Commission performing such an assessment for 
each plan? If so, what methodology is it applying, how will it make them available and how is it taking 
into account any national targets for agricultural greenhouse gases?

Article 6(1)(f) of Regulation (EU) 2021/21152 sets as an objective that the plans should contribute ‘to 
halting and reversing biodiversity loss’. Article 105 introduces the concept of greater overall ambition.

Does the Commission agree that this requires assessing not only elements of the plans but also 
whether as a whole this contribution (6(1)(f)) and greater ambition (Article 105) are ensured?

In its assessment, is the Commission making good use of SWD(2021)04243 and the European Court 
of Auditors report entitled ‘Biodiversity on farmland: CAP contribution has not halted the decline’, 
given the similarities in terms of the actual distribution of funds between the common agricultural 
policy assessed and the new one?

1 Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 June 2021 establishing the 
framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulations (EC) No 401/2009 and (EU) 2018/1999 
(OJ L 243, 9.7.2021, p. 1).

2 Regulation (EU) 2021/2115 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 2 December 2021 establishing 
rules on support for strategic plans to be drawn up by Member States under the common agricultural policy 
(CAP Strategic Plans) and financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) and by the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and repealing Regulations (EU) No 1305/2013 
and (EU) No 1307/2013 (OJ L 435, 6.12.2021, p. 1).

3 COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT EVALUATION impact of the CAP on biodiversity, soil and 
water (natural resources).


