
EN
E-002701/2022
Answer given by Ms Ferreira
on behalf of the European Commission
(16.9.2022)

1. The EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF)1 is a post-disaster relief instrument supporting public 
authorities’ reconstruction effort. It can only be mobilised following an application from 
Member State within 12 weeks of the occurrence of the disaster, demonstrating that the total 
direct damage exceeds either 0.6% of its gross national income or 1.5% of the gross domestic 
product of the affected regions. The EUSF can cover part of the cost of emergency and 
recovery operations incurred by public authorities. Private damage is not eligible.

2. Forest protection policy, including staffing of firefighting, is under exclusive competence 
of Member States. The EU, through the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), provides 
funds to support reforms and investments in Member States, including measures2 for forest 
protection, fire prevention and firefighting3. In Greece, EUR 115 million are dedicated to the 
purchase of forest firefighting, prevention and response equipment.

3. Member States have the main responsibility for protecting citizens and the environment 
while the EU coordinates, supports and complements national actions related to risk 
prevention, preparedness for, and response to disasters. When an emergency overwhelms a 
country’s national response capacities, the government may request assistance from the Union 
Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM)4. In 2022, EU co-finances the stand-by availability of 
additional aerial forest firefighting capacities to address potential shortcomings in responding 
to fires5. Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Spain and Sweden put together 12 firefighting planes 
and 1 helicopter at the disposal of other Member States in case of an emergency.

1 Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 of 11 November 2002 establishing the European Union Solidarity 
Fund (OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3) as amended by Regulation (EU) No 661/2014 of the European Parliament and 
the Council of 15 May 2014 (OJ L 189, 27.6.2014, p. 143) and by Regulation (EU) 2020/461 of the European 
Parliament and the Council of 30 March 2020 (OJ L 99, 31.3.2020, p. 9).
2 Other measures include the supply of digital infrastructure for civil protection and the purchase of aircrafts for 
firefighting.
3 Over the total amount allocated in the Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs) to climate objectives, 6% is 
dedicated to climate change adaptation measures. See -  Recovery and Resilience Scoreboard, updated to 
15/08/2022 (https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/recovery-and-resilience-scoreboard/green.html).
4 https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-protection-mechanism_en
5 The new system also sees greater investment in knowledge sharing and preparedness activities. A pilot project 
is also taking place in Greece this summer with the prepositioning of firefighters ready to support the country but 
also with the objective to exchange knowledge and skills.
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