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The Commission requested1 the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
to provide advice identifying areas where vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) occur or are 
likely to occur, with a view to adopting an implementing act protecting those areas. The 
Commission has worked with ICES and relevant Member States2 and stakeholders3 to 
support an innovative advice including a socio-economic ‘trade-off’. ICES has advised on 
management options aiming to achieve maximum conservation with minimum disruption of 
fishing activities.

In its advice4, ICES identified a first scenario that only takes into account VMEs’ presence 
and a second scenario that looks at both fishing activity and protection of VMEs. In order to 
minimise the socio-economic impact of the implementing act, the Commission opted for the 
second scenario described by ICES as offering ‘VME protection at low cost to the fisher and 
highest protection of VMEs in the fishing footprint’. Concretely this means that important 
zones of fishing will not always be closed if they have a low VMEs’ presence and a high 
fishing intensity. The Commission opted for the second scenario following an intensive 
engagement with Member States and stakeholders, including via the relevant Advisory 
Councils, from September 2019 to May 2022. The implementing act fully reflects the second 
scenario included in the ICES advice, and only includes areas where VMEs occur or are 
likely to occur, as defined by ICES.

ICES will update its advice on a yearly basis, based on the latest data from the Member States 
in terms of VMEs’ presence and in terms of fishing intensity, which may lead to future 
revisions of the implementing act.

1 In accordance with Article 9(6) of Regulation (EU) 2016/2336.
2 https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKEUVME.aspx
3 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338609107_Stakeholder_Workshop_to_Disseminate_the_ICES_Dee
p-sea_Access_Regulation_Technical_Service_and_Scope_the_Required_Steps_for_Regulatory_Purposes_WK
REG
4 https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/EU_Request_to_advise_on_the_list_of_areas_where_VMEs_ar
e_known_to_occur_or_are_likely_to_occur_and_on_the_existing_deep-sea_fishing_areas_ref_EU_2016_2336_
/18638054
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