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Wind energy production is important to achieve the EU climate and renewable energy goals, 
energy security and zero pollution objectives. With REPowerEU1, the Commission aims to 
accelerate the roll-out of renewable energy projects to be planned and delivered in full respect 
of EU law.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Directive2 applies to wind energy projects and 
implements the Aarhus Convention’s3 requirements on public participation and consultation. 
The Habitats Directive4 requires that any plan or project likely to have a significant negative 
effect on a Natura 2000 site, either individually or in combination with other plans or 
projects, be subjected to an appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of 
its conservation objectives. The Commission has developed guidance on these provisions5 
including on wind energy and EU nature legislation6.

The Commission has no detailed information on the project in question. Without prejudice to 
the Commission’s role as guardian of the Treaties, it is primarily the responsibility of the 
Greek authorities to ensure that wind farms are developed in full compliance with EU 
environmental law.

In 2020, the Court of Justice of the EU condemned Greece for not having established the 
necessary conservation objectives and measures for all Natura 2000 sites7. The Commission 
is pursuing the implementation of this ruling and assisting the Greek authorities in the 
development of conservation objectives to ensure, inter alia, that the assessment of any 
project with potential impact on Natura 2000 is properly carried out.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_3131
2 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment 
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment. OJ L 26, 28.1.2012, p. 1‐21 as amended 
by Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014, OJ L 124, 25.4.2014, 
p. 1‐18.
3 The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on Access to Information, 
Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters.
4 Article 6(3), Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild 
fauna and flora, OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7‐50.
5 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/pdf/methodological-guidance_2021-
10/EN.pdf
6 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/wind_farms_en.pdf
7 C-849/19
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