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Subject: Fire damage sustained by Evros, Lesvos and Valia Kalda

Wildfires have been raging for eight days at the Dadia National Park in Evros, a Natura 2000 site, 
destroying over 4 000 hectares of forest. At the same time, at least 2 000 hectares have been 
incinerated around Vatera, Stavros and Vrisa on the island of Lesvos, while many homes and small 
businesses have also been destroyed. The Valia Kada National Forest has sustained a similar level of 
damage.

This is largely attributable to EU land and forest commercialisation policy, effectively playing into the 
hands of arsonists, compounded by its reckless cost-cutting measures advocated by the ND 
government and its SYRIZA and PASOK predecessors, undermining levels of prevention and 
protection and leaving civil protection services woefully undermanned. The EU response to this is 
simply to reallocate meagre firefighting equipment and resources from one country to another.

In the light of this:

1. What view does the Commission take of calls for the immediate and unconditional mobilisation of 
the EU Solidarity Fund to fully offset the losses sustained by victims in Evros and Lesbos?

2. How does it respond to charges that harmful EU cost-cutting measures adopted by national 
governments are effectively undermining fire protection services, leaving them understaffed and 
increasingly underequipped with firefighting and fire prevention resources, resulting in the 
destruction of unprotected areas, including Natura 2000 sites such as the Dadia National Park in 
Evros or national forests such as Valia Kalda?


