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Subject: Federal Republic of Germany makes it possible to file double asylum applications

According to the German Ministry of the Interior, by the end of June, 49 841 refugees (mostly from 
Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq) had applied for asylum in Germany, even though the applications they 
had already lodged in Greece were successful1.

Asylum seekers are not usually repatriated to Greece as German courts prohibit such deportations, 
on the ground that they are allegedly accommodated in intolerable conditions there.

Pursuant to Article 17(2) of Regulation (EU) No 604/2013, another Member State may take charge of 
an asylum seeker, even though a different Member State is responsible, but ‘before a first decision 
regarding the substance is taken’. The Federal Government is disregarding this provision by taking 
unilateral action in this regard.

1. Regard being had to the Dublin III Regulation, how does the Commission assess Germany’s 
arbitrary acceptance of asylum seekers from other Member States?

2. Does the Commission itself consider the conditions in Greece to be intolerable and to constitute 
an infringement of the rule of law – and if so, what consequences does this have for Greece?

3. To what extent does the new migration and asylum package take account of these 
developments?

1 https://www.bild.de/politik/inland/politik-inland/ampel-regierung-gibt-nach-doppelte-asylantraege-werden-
anerkannt-80869864.bild.html


