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Subject: Council recommendations on cancer and budget

On 21 September 2022, the Commission came forward with a new approach to support Member 
States in increasing the use of cancer screening. These Council recommendations focus on 
strengthening prevention and replace Recommendation 2003/878/EC.

In September 2021, the Commission presented an implementation plan – Mission on Cancer – and 
stated that the resources needed for its implementation would come from various sources of funding. 
With regard to Horizon Europe, which is the legal basis of the programme, it is specified that up to 
10% of the so-called thematic clusters under Pillar II can be dedicated to the support mission. This 
means that up to 10% of the health cluster will be available from Horizon Europe, directly supporting 
the Mission on Cancer with a minimum budget of EUR 378 million over the first three years.

However, there is no budgetary information on the proposed expanded changes in the submitted 
recommendations of 21 September 2022.

In the Commission’s view, shouldn’t the fact that the recommendations have been expanded to 
include a broader target group for breast cancer screening, integrated human papilloma virus (HPV) 
testing and a colorectal cancer campaign for people aged 50-74 result in new provisions and 
budgetary implications?


