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National long-term renovation strategies and other instruments designed to meet the 2030 and 
2050 energy efficiency targets should be steered towards protecting energy-poor households 
and empowering vulnerable energy consumers by helping people save money on energy bills, 
providing healthier living conditions, and reducing energy poverty.

In Ireland’s 2020 Long Term Renovation Strategy1, the government outlined the Better 
Energy Homes2 and Better Energy Warmer Homes3 schemes for the residential sector.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme is an existing scheme designed and funded by the 
Irish Government. The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) has been providing a 
contribution to that scheme in shared management, so that the operational responsibilities for 
the selection of operations is entrusted to managing authorities and implementing partners in 
Ireland. The sub-set of activities to be financed with the ERDF 2021-2027 programmes 
haven’t been identified yet, but the ERDF focus will most likely be on deep retrofits.

In response to the EU Save Energy Plan4 of 2023, Ireland communicated the new 
National Retrofit Plan for the remainder of 2021 and 2022. It enhanced measures accelerating 
the uptake of home energy, including increased number of free energy upgrades for those at 
risk of energy poverty.

1 Submitted to the Commission in accordance with Directive (EU) 2018/844 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 30 May 2018 amending Directive 2010/31/EU on the energy performance of buildings and 
Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency.
2 The Better Energy Homes scheme provides grant aid to private homeowners who wish to improve the energy 
performance of their home. Grants are provided towards the cost of a range of measures including attic 
insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy 
Rating.
3 The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme funds energy efficiency improvements in the homes of the elderly 
and vulnerable, making the homes more comfortable, healthier and more cost-effective to run.
4 COM/2022/240 final.


