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Question for written answer E-003521/2022
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI), Diana Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE), Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó 
(NI), Antoni Comín i Oliveres (NI), Andrzej Halicki (PPE), Petra Kammerevert (S&D), María 
Soraya Rodríguez Ramos (Renew), Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE), Ignazio Corrao 
(Verts/ALE), Costas Mavrides (S&D), Hilde Vautmans (Renew), Dietmar Köster (S&D), Stelios 
Kouloglou (The Left), Idoia Villanueva Ruiz (The Left), Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE), Ramona Strugariu 
(Renew), Thijs Reuten (S&D), Andrea Cozzolino (S&D), Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew), Sabrina 
Pignedoli (NI), Rosa D'Amato (Verts/ALE), Anne-Sophie Pelletier (The Left), Olivier Chastel 
(Renew), Dino Giarrusso (NI), Salima Yenbou (Renew), Javier Nart (Renew), Mario Furore (NI), 
Andreas Schieder (S&D), Yannick Jadot (Verts/ALE), Cyrus Engerer (S&D)

Subject: The case of Iranian athlete Elnaz Rekabi and human rights violations in Iran

According to press reports1, the Iranian athlete Elnaz Rekabi, who competed in the International 
Federation of Sport Climbing World Championships without a hijab, contravening the repressive dress 
code imposed on women by the Iranian authorities, has been brought back to Tehran. Ms Rekabi’s 
relatives had lost contact with her and several sources report that her passport and phone were 
confiscated.

Rekabi’s case is only the latest in a series of appalling violations of human rights perpetrated by the 
Iranian authorities following the wave of protests sparked by the horrific murder of Mahsa Amini on 16 
September 2022. Since the beginning of the protests, the Iranian authorities have responded with 
brutality, resulting in over 8 000 demonstrators being put under arrest. Furthermore, according to 
human rights defenders2, at least 240 protesters have been killed.

1. In this context, what action does the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy intend to take to ensure Rekabi’s safety?

2. What action can be taken to support Iranian civil society in its struggle for individual liberties? Are 
there any plans to grant political asylum to those at risk of being detained or killed?

1 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63297219, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/18/fears-for-iranian-climber-elnaz-rekabi-after-she-competed-in-
seoul-without-a-hijab

2 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-rejects-bidens-support-anti-government-protests-interference-
tehrans-state-2022-10-
16/#:~:text=Over%208%2C000%20people%20had%20been,more%20demonstrations%20across%20the%20
country


