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In marketing year1 2021/22, the EU orange harvest was high2, although the Greek one was 
lower3. EU 2021/22 exports were lower than in past years4, mainly due to a drop in exports to 
the United Kingdom. This caused relatively low prices and was one of the reasons behind the 
overall drop in imports5. Orange imports from Türkiye in 2021/22 were 10% higher than in 
2020/21, but almost halved (-47%) compared to the average of the 5 previous years (2016/17 
to 2020/21). As they constitute only 2% of all EU orange imports, their impact on the EU 
market is minor6.

The total EU imports as well as imports in Greece of frozen orange juice decreased7.
Both Türkiye and Brazil are members of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and 
from the very fact of their membership, they are obliged to abolish child labour. Both 
countries have ratified the relevant ILO conventions related to abolition of child labour and 
they report to and are monitored by the ILO’s supervisory mechanisms. Moreover, in the case 
of Brazil, a commitment to compliance with the ILO core labour principles8 and conventions9 
is included in the proposed EU Mercosur Agreement. Rather than reducing imports of oranges 
or orange juice, which would raise concerns of compliance with the World Trade 
Organization and the bilateral agreement with Türkiye10, a more effective strategy would be 
to ensure that the supply chains exclude child labour. This is one of the objectives of the 
proposed Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence11 and of the Corporate 
Sustainability Reporting Directive12 that was recently approved by the Council and European 
Parliament. Furthermore, on 14 September 2022 the Commission adopted a proposal for a 
Regulation13 to prohibit the placing on the EU market of products made with forced labour, 
including forced child labour.

1 For oranges we consider marketing year as a 12-month period starting in October.
2 +3% compared to marketing year (October to September) 2020/21 and +4% on the 5-year average (2016/17-
2020/21).
3 -8% compared to marketing year 2020/21 and -9% on the 5-year average (2016/17-2020/21).
4 -2% compared to marketing year 2020/21 and -8% vs 5-year average (2016/17-2020/21).
5 -14% compared to marketing year 2020/21 and -17% vs 5-year average (2016/17-2020/21).
6 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/agriculture/data/database
7 - 5% compared to marketing year 2020/21 and -10% on the 5-year average (2016/17-2020/21) for total EU 
imports, -52% compared to marketing year 2020/21 and -38% on the 5-year average (2016/17-2020/21) for 
imports in Greece. Imports from Brazil in Greece stood at 329 tonnes, 32% lower than during the previous 
campaign (2020/21), and 21% lower than the average of the 5 previous years (2016/17-2020/21), 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/international-trade-in-goods/data/database
8 https://www.ilo.org/declaration/lang--en/index.htm
9 https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-
recommendations/lang--en/index.htm
10 https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/international/agricultural-trade/bilateral-agreements/enlargement-countries_en
11 https://commission.europa.eu/publications/proposal-directive-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-and-
annex_en
12 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-35-2022-INIT/en/pdf
13 https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/785da6ff-abe3-43f7-a693-1185c96e930e_en
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