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Subject: Ability of TikTok staff in China to access EU citizens’ data

TikTok’s Head of Privacy in Europe, Elaine Fox, revealed in a statement dated 2 November 2022 that 
the company’s updated privacy policy would allow certain employees within its corporate group, 
including in China, ‘remote access to TikTok European user data’.

In light of the current geopolitical context, China’s data laws could raise questions over the security of 
even limited data transfers.

According to the Schrems II judgment of the Court of Justice of the EU (Case C‑311/181), the 
assessment of certain data transfers outside the EU must take account of the ‘level of protection’ 
afforded, with a particular focus on access by state authorities.

1. Can the Commission clarify whether it intends to investigate the topic further in light of TikTok’s 
updated privacy policy?

2. How does it intend to guarantee that the aforementioned level of protection is upheld when it 
comes to EU citizens’ data?
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