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Subject: Extradition and observance of the non bis in idem principle in Belgium 

Nizar Trabelsi was convicted in Belgium in 2004 and served his prison sentence1. In 2013, he was 
extradited to the United States in contravention of an interim measure of the ECtHR and of the 
prohibition of torture2. He is now facing charges for actions carried out in Belgium, in violation of the 
principle of speciality in extradition matters. He potentially faces a life sentence for these actions, 
without the possibility of release or parole. The United States and Belgium have been criticised by 
multiple United Nations experts for the inhumane prison conditions in the United States and for 
infringement of the non bis in idem principle3. 

Belgian courts4 have ordered the Belgian Government to bring the non bis in idem principle to the 
attention of the American authorities and remind them that they are continuing to act without any 
‘reasonable and lawful justification’ of the 'exceptional situation’ in which they have put Mr Trabelsi. 
The Belgian Government is refusing to act in response to this.

1. What is the Commission’s position on the aforementioned infringements of fundamental rights?

2. Does the Commission intend to hold Belgium to account for its failure to observe the rule of law?

3. What measures will be taken to resolve this specific case?
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