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1. Europe has the highest levels of alcohol consumption in the world and alcohol related harm 
is a major public health concern in the EU. Therefore, the Commission supports Member 
States through actions addressing harmful alcohol consumption as outlined in the section on 
prevention in Europe's Beating Cancer Plan1 and as one of the four major health determinants 
covered by the Healthier Together initiative2.

At the same time, Member States have the main responsibility for their national alcohol 
policy.

2. The EU vehicle approval legislation3 requires vehicles4 to be equipped with a standard 
interface to facilitate the installation of alcohol interlocks. Although the decision whether to 
require the use of alcohol detection systems remains with Member States, the installation 
facilitation requirements are expected to lead over time to more vehicles being fitted with 
alcohol interlock devices either on a voluntary basis5, or as a result of a national fitting 
program and to reduce the risk of road accidents.

The Commission also notes that there is no single measure that can be effective to 
prevent dangerous behaviour like driving under the influence of alcohol. The Commission 
will continue to closely follow technological developments in order to identify new blood 
alcohol content (BAC) measuring technologies. However, education and awareness raising, 
complemented by enhanced and continued enforcement by Member States’ authorities remain 
essential for achieving the road safety objective.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-
union/cancer-plan-europe_en
2 https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-
initiative_en
3 Regulation (EU) 2019/2144 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on type-
approval requirements for motor vehicles and their trailers, and systems, components and separate technical units 
intended for such vehicles, as regards their general safety and the protection of vehicle occupants and vulnerable 
road users (OJ L 325, 16.12.2019, p. 1): https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/2144/oj
4 From 6 July 2022 all new models of vehicles and from 7 July 2024 all newly produced vehicles.
5 Due to a national policy for certain categories of drivers (for instance, professional drivers such as school bus 
drivers).
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