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Subject: Paper price spike and shortage of supply

Over the past months, industry, and print shops in particular, have been facing sharp increases in the 
price of paper and a shortage of supply. Paper prices have risen by 70–80 % in many areas and 
remain at this constantly high level. Deliveries have also been taking considerably longer. The closure 
of larger plants, the energy prices and the lack of raw materials have all contributed to this situation. 
Some of these prices also seem artificially inflated, as production costs in the Scandinavian countries, 
for example, have not significantly increased.

In its reply to question E-002685/2022, the Commission stated that it was ‘assessing the scope, the 
magnitude and the potential outlook of these supply chain issues and [...] closely following up recent 
developments in terms of demand, prices and bottlenecks’. An ad-hoc meeting on this topic with 
stakeholders was organised for early July 2022 and further discussions with Member States and 
stakeholders on specific measures were to take place in autumn 2022.

1. What specific conclusions were made from these assessments, analyses and meetings with the 
above-mentioned stakeholders and the representatives of the Member States? What measures 
will be taken?

2. What factors are influencing or causing the ongoing issues with supply and the paper price spike, 
and is an investigation being carried out to check that competition rules are being complied with 
in this sector?
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