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Subject: EU cohesion policy resources are needed to guarantee and safeguard vitality in northern 
sparsely populated areas of East and North Finland

The study commissioned by Parliament on ‘Cohesion Policy in Northernmost Regions of the EU’ was 
presented by the Committee on Regional Development on 25 October 2022. It states in the study that 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine demonstrates the importance of a continued human and military 
presence in the Northern Sparsely Populated Areas (NSPA regions). EU sanctions are an inevitable 
tool to use against Russia, but they have had negative impacts in these regions.

There is an external border with Russia in the eastern and northern Finnish regions that is 1 300 
kilometres long. These areas have considerable significance for the EU as a whole.

The Commission has suspended its financial agreements with the Russian Federation. The objective 
of the Interreg NEXT programmes at the planning stage was to support cooperation in the 
Finnish/Russian border regions by means of development and investment projects. It is 
understandable and necessary that cooperation with Russia should not be continued, but ending the 
projects will have an impact, especially in East and North Finland. Ending external border cooperation 
will provide far fewer socio-economic opportunities, and, if the external border programme work stops, 
it will deprive the regions of a key regional development tool. These areas specifically must be 
provided with funding.

The clear signal the EU is giving that cohesion policy may, if necessary, respond to regional problems 
is a welcome one. It would harm the legitimacy of cohesion policy in a country which is a net 
contributor if it were evident that cohesion policy is exacerbating the problem in border regions rather 
than supporting the solution. The situation in the border districts is not made any easier by the fact 
that funds, or a significant proportion of them, are being targeted at cooperation between the EU’s 
internal borders.

The resumption of cooperation with Russia is unlikely in the near future. What practical measures 
does the Commission intend to take in future programming periods to ensure that the EU’s eastern 
border regions receive the cohesion policy resources they need to cope with the difficulties brought 
about by geopolitical issues?
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