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Subject: Pregnant Mare Serum Gonadotropin (PMSG) production

PMSG is used in pork production to ensure that sows come into heat at the same time in order to 
facilitate artificial insemination. There is evidence that PMSG production routinely involves the 
frequent and excessive extraction of blood from pregnant mares. Further, sows given this hormone 
undergo shorter recovery periods after pregnancy and suffer poor health as a result.

1. Given the harm caused in both the production and use of the hormone and the availability of 
synthetic alternatives, will the upcoming revision of animal welfare legislation prohibit the 
production and use of PMSG in the EU?

2. Does the Commission consider the World Organisation for Animal Health standards on the use 
of animals in research and education sufficient and specific enough to ensure the good welfare of 
mares used in PMSG production?

3. What dialogue and cooperation actions has the Commission undertaken in the past two years to 
ensure that imported PMSG is ethically sourced and with which actors?
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