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EU Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) chapters commit parties to effectively 
implement the Multilateral Environmental Agreements they have each ratified, including the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). TSD commitments are binding and enforceable 
through a dedicated state-to-state dispute settlement mechanism, with an independent and 
transparent review by a panel of experts, and the active involvement of civil society. This is 
already the case for all existing Free Trade Agreements with TSD chapters and those under 
negotiations. Following the TSD review1, the Commission proposed to strengthen the dispute 
settlement process by: 1) obliging the party found in violation of its TSD commitments to 
promptly inform how it will implement the panel report, and carry this out within a certain 
period of time; and 2) introducing the possibility of trade sanctions as a matter of last resort 
for serious violations of the fundamental principles of the International Labour Organization 
and rights at work, and of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. The Commission has 
already been proposing these measures in the on-going negotiations as appropriate. 

Following the outcomes of the fifteenth Conference of the Parties of the CBD, the 
Commission is currently evaluating the possibility of including the CBD in its new approach.

The Single Entry Point (SEP)2 provides a centralised contact point for all EU-based 
stakeholders who want to lodge a complaint on, among others, violations of TSD 
commitments, including in relation to the CBD. The update to the SEP operating guidelines 
made clear that an EU-based complainant can represent TSD-related concerns of an entity, 
including indigenous people representatives, located in a partner country. 

1 Commission communication of 22 June 2022, The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just 
economic growth, COM (2022)409 (TSD review communication).
2 https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/form-assets/operational_guidelines.pdf
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