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1. On 30 March 2022, the Commission adopted the EU strategy for sustainable and circular 
textiles1, which lays down an ambitious vision and a wide range of measures to tackle their 
sustainability challenges. The presence of hazardous substances used in textile products are 
already addressed under the Regulation on Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals 
(REACH)2. The development of criteria for safe and sustainable by design chemicals and 
materials will also support industry to substitute as much as possible and otherwise minimise 
the substances of concern in textile products. In addition, the Commission intends to develop 
ecodesign requirements for textile products under the proposed Ecodesign for Sustainable 
Products Regulation3, considering aspects such as durability, recyclability and substances of 
concern. Furthermore, the Commission has launched campaigns to promote environmentally 
friendly consumer behaviour4, as well as the textile transition pathway5 to support businesses 
for an ambitious twin transition. EU funds provide opportunities for developing more 
sustainable solutions.

2. The Best Available Techniques6 have been determined in cooperation with experts from 
Member States, industry and environmental non-governmental organisations based on data 
from plants in the EU and reflect best environmental performance achieved with 
economically viable techniques. They address the selection of raw material and the selection 
and management of chemicals. Balanced rules for the internal market with proper border 
enforcement, shall ensure proportionality and level-playing field. Initiatives such as the 
Corporate Sustainability Directives7 will mainstream sustainability principles.

1 COM(2022) 141 final.
2 e.g. on carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to reproduction substances and some poly- and per-fluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS). More restrictions are in preparation, e.g. on skin sensitising substances or on all PFAS.
3 COM 2022/142, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2022:142:FIN
4 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/reset-trend_en
5 https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/fashion/textiles-transition-pathway_en
6 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/2508 of 9 December 2022 establishing BAT, OJ L 325, 
20.12.2022, p. 112-161.
7 Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (EU) 2022/2464 of 14 December 2022 and proposed Corporate 
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive, COM/2022/71 of 23 February 2022.
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