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Question for written answer E-000054/2023
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew), Nathalie Loiseau (Renew), Iskra Mihaylova (Renew), Atidzhe Alieva-
Veli (Renew), Petras Auštrevičius (Renew), Andrus Ansip (Renew), Radan Kanev (PPE), 
Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov (PPE), Katalin Cseh (Renew), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Eva 
Maria Poptcheva (Renew), Andrey Kovatchev (PPE), Andrey Novakov (PPE), Eva Maydell 
(PPE), Asim Ademov (PPE), Emil Radev (PPE), Liudas Mažylis (PPE), Fabio Massimo Castaldo 
(NI), Rasa Juknevičienė (PPE)

Subject: Bulgarian investigative journalist on Russia’s ‘wanted’ list

In the 10 months since the beginning of the brutal Russian military invasion of Ukraine, innocent EU 
citizens are, alongside the civilian Ukrainian population, becoming a target of the Kremlin. Russia has 
placed Bulgarian investigative journalist Christo Grozev on its ‘wanted’ list for, according to an 
announcement from Russia’s Interior Ministry, violating ‘an article of the Criminal Code of the Russian 
Federation’. However, it is unclear precisely what the alleged violations are. In addition to 
investigating the poisoning of opposition leader Alexey Navalny, Grozev is the most prominent 
Bulgarian journalist in Ukraine and has proven through his work that he can unveil and expose the 
treacheries of the Russian special services.

The announced search for Grozev, who is a winner of the European Press Prize for investigative 
journalism, raises a number of issues that directly and indirectly affect the security of EU citizens.

1. Will the VP/HR strongly condemn Russia’s announced measure against Christo Grozev and will 
he demand its immediate retraction?

2. How does the EU intend to provide Grozev and other independent journalists who are wanted by 
Russia with the necessary protection?

3. How does the VP/HR intend to ensure that similar violations of human rights and freedoms 
against other EU citizens will be prevented in the future?
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