Question for written answer E-000242/2023
to the Commission
Rule 138
Konstantinos Arvanitis (The Left)
Subject:	Rule of law and independent authorities
Independent authorities are part of the system of checks and balances that are central to the rule of law in modern European democracies. Their valuable advisory, supervisory and verification role as honest brokers in facilitating smooth interaction and collaboration between government bodies and as social guarantors for the protection of universal rights, legal principles and fundamental values are fully recognised and enshrined in the legal and political provisions of the EU founding treaties, numerous EU legislative instruments and the body of CJEU case law. It is also unequivocally and consistently acknowledged in the annual reports of the Commission for Democracy through Law.
In Greece, the ruling parliamentary majority and the executive have recently adopted a number of legislative and political initiatives drastically curtailing the supervisory activities of the authority responsible for safeguarding the confidentiality of communications. In a bid to cover up the telephone tapping scandal, government officials are deliberately targeting the members of the authority in an unconstitutional manner, seeking to restrict their powers, diminish their status, prevent them from carrying out their work and exclude them from parliamentary hearings. This is part of a deliberate government policy designed to weaken independent authorities in Greece and lessen their effectiveness.
In view of this:
Can the Commission say what action it intends to take in order to provide stronger guarantees regarding the smooth and effective functioning of independent authorities in the Member States?
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