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Subject: Selection and pre-selection of Ordo Iuris as a member of EU fund monitoring committees

The inclusion in monitoring committees of bodies responsible for promoting fundamental rights, 
gender equality and non-discrimination is an important mechanism contained in the current Common 
Provisions Regulation to ensure respect for fundamental rights and non-discrimination.

In Poland, Ordo Iuris has been pre-selected as a member of the European Social Fund Plus 
monitoring committee and selected as a member of two monitoring committees for programmes 
financed under the Cohesion Fund.

As the organisation has been the subject of complaints by Members of this Parliament12 and actively 
works to undermine gender equality and the fundamental rights of women and LGBTI people3, we 
wish to request urgent clarification:

1. Does the Commission have mechanisms to ensure that the members of EU fund monitoring 
committees adhere to the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the principle of non-discrimination? 
If not, how does the Commission intend to rectify this situation?

2. Will the Commission ensure that complaints regarding respect for fundamental rights in the use 
of EU funds can be brought to it directly if monitoring committees and/or governments do not 
follow up sufficiently?

3. Which measures does the Commission plan to take to deny EU funding to local governments 
that have discriminatory resolutions, such as anti-LGBTI resolutions?

Submitted: 27.1.2023

1 https://en.odfoundation.eu/content/uploads/2020/11/ordo_iuris_tr_complaint.pdf.
2 https://lgbti-ep.eu/2021/02/18/nomination-of-the-vp-of-the-board-of-ordo-iuris-to-the-eesc-diversity-europe-

group-meps-address-the-presidency-of-the-group/.
3 European Parliament resolution of 11 November 2021 on the first anniversary of the de facto abortion ban in 

Poland: ‘Y. whereas a fundamentalist organisation, Ordo Iuris, which is closely linked to the ruling coalition, 
has been a driving force behind the campaigns which are undermining human rights and gender equality in 
Poland, including the attempts to ban abortion, the calls for Poland’s withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention 
and the calls for the creation of so-called LGBTI-free zones; whereas cultural and religious values in Poland 
are therefore being abused as reasons to impede the full realisation of women’s rights, equality for women 
and their right to make decisions about their own bodies’.


