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Subject: Energy performance of buildings directive: Commission ad hoc measures to support the 
unique features of Italy’s buildings

With a view to reducing energy consumption in the EU, the Commission is proposing a new energy 
performance of buildings directive, with ratings running from A (most efficient) to G (least efficient). 
According to ongoing negotiations in the European Parliament's ITRE Committee, residential 
buildings will have to reach the energy class 'E' by 1 January 2030 and 'D' by 2033.

These targets are unattainable in Italy, as 74% of Italian buildings predate energy-saving legislation. 
Moreover, many historic buildings do not have protected architectural heritage, so it would be 
prohibitively expensive to renovate them.

Of Italy's 12.2 million residential buildings, 9 million are expected to have difficulty complying with 
these new energy performance rules, not least because of time constraints.

Given Italy's high rate of property ownership and the country’s outdated building stock,

the fact that that the EU's requirement to upgrade the energy performance of buildings will entail 
excessively high costs for citizens and the risk of a loss of value for homes that do not meet the new 
requirements,

and the fact that these new rules would require the urgent renovation of two out of every three 
houses, bringing millions of Italian families to their knees,

Does the Commission intend to adopt direct and/or indirect support measures, including financial aid, 
to ensure that the unique characteristics of Italy’s housing stock are preserved and that the livelihoods 
of owners are safeguarded? If so, what measures?
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