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The Commission has approved six aid measures in favour of Flemish airports between 2005 
and 20201, which have been found to constitute compatible State aid. As a general rule, it is 
for Member States to assess if a specific measure involves State aid. According to Article 
108(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), the Commission 
should be informed of any decision by a Member State to grant new aid or to alter existing 
aid (unless the measure is block-exempted under Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 declaring 
certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 
and 108 of the Treaty2). Article 108(3) TFEU further provides that Member States may not 
implement new State aid measures before they have been approved by the Commission 
('stand still obligation').

Activities that normally fall under the responsibility of the State in the exercise of its official 
powers as a public authority are not of an economic nature. At an airport, these activities 
normally include air traffic control, police, customs, fire-fighting and activities necessary to 
safeguard civil aviation against acts of unlawful interference. For public funding of non-
economic activities to fall outside the remit of State aid rules, it should be strictly limited to 
compensating the costs to which the non-economic activities give rise and must not lead to 
undue discrimination between airports3.

1 In 2020: SA.58299: Liquidity support for Antwerp and Ostend airports during COVID-19; in 2019, SA.45140: 
Operating aid to Antwerp and Ostend airports (2014-2019) and SA.45139: Investment aid to Antwerp airport 
(2015); in 2010, SA.30648: Start-up aid to Antwerp airport (2010-2012); in 2007: SA.22893: Start-up aid to 
Antwerp airport (2007-2010); and 2005: SA.17962: Investment aid to Antwerp airport (e.g., for the construction 
of a tunnel under the runway).
2 OJ L 270, 29.7.2021, p. 39–75.
3 See paragraphs 35 to 37 of the Guidelines on State aid to airports and airlines, OJ C 99, 4.4.2014, p. 3–34.


