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Subject: Current state of the fight against endometriosis in the EU

One of the priorities of the European Union is gender-specific medicine. The lack of substantial 
recognition of endometriosis as a disease is one of the most blatant demonstrations that we are still 
far from equality between men and women in the field of health. This not only is a health issue but 
also concerns women’s rights and gender equity. Endometriosis is a chronic disease that can have 
serious and severely disabling forms. The Italian National Health System only formally recognises it 
as a chronic and invalidating disease, with women forced to incur high expenses for treatment. The 
same happens in other EU countries, where it is a known problem and there is a serious delay in 
addressing it, with the exception of France, which launched a specific national strategy a year ago. 
The regulatory shortcomings come at a considerable cost: the European Parliament has calculated an 
annual social expenditure of EUR 30 billion for endometriosis-related leave.

In the interest of equal rights and gender-specific medicine, does the Commission not think it should 
intervene to ensure that the Member States have specific resources to combat endometriosis and 
speed up diagnosis, with exemptions and concessions, as well as specialised public health facilities?
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