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Jadot (Verts/ALE), Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE), Ska Keller (Verts/ALE)

Subject: EU action to ensure Member States identify and sanction EU nationals supporting or 
engaged in illegal, unreported or unregulated (IUU) fishing 

According to recent analysis commissioned by the Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries (DG MARE)1, most Member States (MSs) procedures for identifying and sanctioning their 
nationals engaging in IUU fishing outside EU waters, nationals operating on board fishing vessels 
registered in third countries or EU nationals/businesses supporting IUU fishing activities are either 
weak or non-existent. The study also found that only six MSs have the necessary national laws in 
place to identify whether EU nationals have legal, beneficial or financial interests in non-EU fishing 
vessels. The study highlights significant difficulties in implementing Articles 39 and 40 of the IUU 
Regulation2. 

What measures is the Commission taking, or planning to take, to improve MSs’ compliance:

1. with Article 40(1) IUU Regulation to create greater transparency and obtain information on EU 
nationals who have legal, beneficial or financial interests in non-EU fishing vessels and with IUU 
Regulation Article 39(1) and (2) to identify nationals (including those engaged in insurance, 
finance or telecommunications) supporting or engaging in IUU fishing, both in and outside EU 
waters, and take appropriate action?

2. Is the Commission aware of any MS that has sanctioned an EU-based company for supporting 
IUU fishing?

3. Does it expect the revision of the Fisheries Control Regulation3 to improve the sanctioning 
systems, particularly regarding beneficial owners?
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1 Study on the legislative frameworks and enforcement systems of Member States regarding obligations and 
sanctions to nationals for infringements to the rules arising from the IUU Regulation 
(https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dc2bb4e5-031d-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1/language-
en).

2 Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 establishing a Community system to prevent, 
deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (OJ L 286, 29.10.2008, p. 1).

3 Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of the common fisheries policy (OJ L 343, 22.12.2009, p. 1).

4 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Rosa D'Amato (Verts/ALE)


