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Subject: Issuing of visas for Iranian women and girls 

Peaceful protests broke out across Iran in September 2022, following the killing in state custody of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini. The Islamic Republic has tried to stop these protests by killing hundreds of 
men and women, including children, arresting thousands, and executing protesters. 

Women and girls initiated these protests calling for an end to violence and discrimination against 
women in Iran, and their situation is especially alarming. According to interviews with medics 
throughout the country, the Iranian security forces are perpetrating horrific gender-based violence by 
targeting shotgun fire at the faces, breasts and genitals of women participating in anti-regime protests. 
In particular, women and girls at the forefront of protests and being subjected to intimidation, 
harassment, charges of sexual violence carrying the death penalty and with death sentences.

1. Given this situation, how does the European External Action Service intend to ensure that border 
crossings to Iran’s immediate neighbours remain open to women and girls fleeing Iran?

2. How will it to ensure that they can safely apply for asylum in Europe from these countries?

Women and girls are taking huge risks to their freedom, health and rights. Helping them to reach a 
safe place can save their lives.
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