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Question for written answer E-000614/2023
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew), Nicola Beer (Renew), Charles Goerens (Renew), Nicolae 
Ştefănuță (Renew), Karen Melchior (Renew), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Maria Arena (S&D), Erik 
Marquardt (Verts/ALE), Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana (Verts/ALE), Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI), 
Sophia in 't Veld (Renew), Attila Ara-Kovács (S&D), Hannes Heide (S&D), Antoni Comín i 
Oliveres (NI), Matjaž Nemec (S&D), Katarína Roth Neveďalová (S&D), Miriam Lexmann (PPE), 
Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE)

Subject: The human rights situation in Uganda and the closure of the local UN human rights office

On 3 February 2023, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uganda notified the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) of its decision not to renew the ‘host country agreement’ 
for the OHCHR’s Uganda office, effectively closing the office. The Ugandan Government has been 
accused of committing numerous human rights abuses in recent years, as reported on by the UN 
Committee against Torture1. These have included the excessive use of force, particularly during the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, the Ugandan authorities and security personnel 
enjoy impunity, as infringements of human rights are not investigated owing to people’s limited access 
to justice and investigating bodies’ lack of independence.

This runs directly counter to the EU’s cooperation with Uganda on good and democratic governance, 
development and social inclusion.

1. Is the EU aware of the findings of the aforementioned UN report and of the closure of the 
OHCHR office in Uganda?

2. Has the European External Action Service held meaningful exchanges with its Ugandan 
counterparts to address the accusations of and investigations into human rights abuses in 
Uganda?

3. Will the EU consider suspending the funding from the 11th European Development Fund national 
indicative programme and all other development funding in Uganda in response to the findings of 
the UN report?
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1 
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2FPPRiCAqhKb7yhssZJArfE

LMVv25mPPQ8yyVRyoALNwLGbRLk%2FThjxtcghmm45%2BP4KI2bSPYnuoqi5wGBDhfjizGkCdEETf7n6Vf
RApDk%2Bv3SWLKbp8NeKzZi5.

2 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Moritz Körner(Renew)


