
PE745.619v01-00

Question for written answer E-000762/2023
to the Commission
Rule 138
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Subject: Theft of money and valuables from migrants at Greece's borders

According to an investigation by the El Paísand Solomonnewspapers1, Greek security forces have 
allegedly stolen both more than EUR two million in cash and other valuables from migrants in the past 
six years. This would appear to confirm complaints from many organisations in recent years that this 
is common practice in Greece during pushbacks.

The cases analysed, which even cite people employed within the Greek asylum system as sources, 
show this to be standard operating procedure. This has been reported by the Greek National 
Commission for Human Rights, which notes that 88% of those deported had suffered violence and 
93% had had money and valuables stolen2.

In light of the above:

1. Will the Commission launch an investigation to ascertain whether these events are taking place 
in Greece?

2. Does it consider that the disbursing of European funds in border areas is compatible with the 
practice of taking money and valuables from migrants?

3. What measures does it intend to take in Greece and other external borders to monitor this 
violation of fundamental rights?

Submitted: 6.3.2023

1 https://elpais.com/internacional/2023-03-06/migrantes-desvalijados-por-las-fuerzas-de-seguridad-de-grecia-en-la-frontera-de-europa.html

2 https://www.nchr.gr/ta-nea-mas/1543-deltio-typou-parousiasi-tou-mixanismoy-katagrafis-peristatikon-atypon-anagkastikon-epistrofon-kai-tis-protis-endiamesis-

ekthesis-tou.html


