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Question for written answer E-000784/2023
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Mounir Satouri (Verts/ALE), Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew), Damien Carême (Verts/ALE), Brando 
Benifei (S&D), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Katrin Langensiepen (Verts/ALE), Marie Toussaint 
(Verts/ALE), Rosa D'Amato (Verts/ALE), Cornelia Ernst (The Left), Erik Marquardt (Verts/ALE), 
Aurore Lalucq (S&D), Pascal Durand (S&D), Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Verts/ALE), Margarida 
Marques (S&D), Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE)

Subject: The European Union’s reaction to the racist comments made by the Tunisian President 
Kais Saied on sub-Saharan migrants and the ensuing human rights violations

On 21 February the Tunisian President spoke of ‘hordes of illegal migrants’ from sub-Saharan Africa, 
accusing them of ‘violence, crime and unacceptable practices’. This racist speech, comparable to 
those of the far right in Europe, sparked serious human rights violations by the police, members of the 
public and some MPs, who felt legitimised to carry out racist acts: profiling, arrests, a hate campaign 
on social media, intimidation, attacks, etc.

This dangerous populist discourse cannot go unanswered by the European Union. The Union has 
committed EUR 5.6 million from the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa to support the right of 
asylum, the rights of refugees and the protection of vulnerable migrants in Tunisia. The Commission’s 
new Pact on Migration and Asylum states that ‘EU cooperation with partner countries in the area of 
migration governance will continue to ensure the protection of the rights of migrants and refugees, 
combat discrimination …’.

1. When and how will the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) communicate clearly and publicly the Union’s 
opposition to these racist remarks?

2. How will the VP/HR ensure that EU-Tunisia cooperation on migration governance protects the 
human rights of third country nationals in Tunisia?
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