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Subject: Question regarding via Cagni, Milan 

The Milan Immigration Office, which is responsible for receiving requests for international protection, 
offers appointments to asylum seekers once per week, accepting to review a maximum of 120 
applications. In other administrative centres, this cap is even lower, creating a race to the bottom 
between Italian cities. This leads to crowds gathering and poses a risk to applicants, citizens and 
public security officers themselves. 

The right to asylum is a fundamental right recognised in the 1951 Geneva Convention and 
incorporated by the EU in its rulebook, in particular the Charter of Fundamental Rights (Article 18) and 
the CEAS. The procedure for obtaining international protection, governed by Directive 2013/32/EU1, 
must be fair, effective and accessible to each applicant.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. Is the Commission aware of such practices adopted by Italy or other Member States to restrict 
the right of access to the procedure?

2. Does it consider such practices to be in breach of the fundamental right to asylum?

3. What measures will it take to ensure that the obligations under EU law are being complied with to 
guarantee indiscriminate access to the asylum procedure?
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1 Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 on common procedures for granting 
and withdrawing international protection (recast).


