
PE745.760v01-00

Question for written answer E-000823/2023
to the Commission
Rule 138
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó (NI), Clara Ponsatí Obiols (NI), Antoni Comín i Oliveres (NI)

Subject: Accommodation and car rental providers’ obligation to provide data to the Spanish police

In January 2023, Real Decreto 933/20211entered into force in Spain2. It requires accommodation and 
car rental providers to submit customers’ data to the police within 24 hours of a booking or check-in3.

Whereas police files in most Member States contain an average of seven items of personal data, the 
new Spanish decree adds thirty4. It also requires accommodation and car rental providers to share 
data related to car journeys, based on the collection of GPS data.

The Commission has already pointed out that the ‘ePrivacy Directive prohibits [...] the storage of and 
access to information in the terminal equipment without the prior consent of the user concerned. 
Article 15 [...] must be read in the light of the Charter5[...] The directive does not apply to activities 
which fall outside the scope of EU law, in particular activities of the State authorities in the areas of 
defence and national security’67.

1. Did the Spanish Government inform the Commission of its intention to pass Real Decreto 
933/2021?

2. Does Real Decreto 933/2021 constitute ‘a necessary, appropriate and proportionate measure 
within a democratic society to safeguard national security, defence, public security and to combat 
criminal offences’89?

3. Will the Commission open an infringement procedure against Spain?
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1 https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2021-17461.
2 The scopeof Real Decreto 933/2021 encompasses all citizens older than 14 years of age of any nationality.
3 It also requires accommodation and car rental providers to keep that information secure for three years. The 

Spanish police are able to retain the information indefinitely.
4 E.g. financial data, mobile phone numbers and email addresses.
5 Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (OJ C 326, 26.10.2012, p. 391).
6 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-003699_EN.html.
7 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-003699-ASW_EN.html.
8 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-003697_EN.html.
9 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-003697-ASW_EN.html.


