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The Renewable Energy Directive1 does not define macro-projects exceeding 50 MW, and the 
Member States retain the liberty to allocate the responsibility for the planning and permit-
granting at the appropriate administrative level.

Renewable energy projects fall under the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Directive2 and shall be subject to an assessment if they are likely to have significant 
effects on the environment within the meaning of Article 2(1) of the Directive. As confirmed 
by the Court of Justice of the EU3, the purpose of the EIA Directive cannot be circumvented 
by the splitting of projects. Without prejudice to the Commission’s powers as guardian of the 
Treaties, day-to-day compliance with EU law falls primarily within the competence of the 
national authorities, including judicial ones, who are better placed to assess individual 
situations such as the one referred to by the Honourable Member, and intervene if necessary.

The Council Regulation to accelerate the deployment of renewable energy4 allows Member 
States to exempt renewable energy projects from certain environmental assessments, 
including under the EIA Directive, provided that the projects, regardless of their size, are 
located in a dedicated renewable area, the designation of which has been subjected to a 
strategic environmental assessment. In all other cases, the relevant assessments foreseen under 
the EU environmental legislation continue to apply.
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