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to the Commission
Rule 138
Manu Pineda (The Left), Özlem Demirel (The Left)

Subject: Bans on demonstrations to express solidarity with the Palestinian people

The Berlin police have banned a series of commemorations that were due to be held in the city on 15 
and 16 April 2023 by the movement for solidarity with Palestine. This follows previous bans on 
peaceful protests to express solidarity with the Palestinian people and denounce Israel’s ongoing 
human rights violations, such as the prohibition of Nakba Day protests in May 2022.

Article 11 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights protects freedom of speech, while Article 12 
protects freedom of assembly and association. It is concerning that the movement for solidarity with 
Palestine is frequently targeted by restrictions of these fundamental rights to try to limit its actions and 
visibility.

1. Is the Commission aware of these bans? Has it liaised with the relevant authorities to ensure that 
fundamental rights are not being violated?

2. Does the Commission believe that there are specific reasons justifying a breach of the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights in order to limit the actions and visibility of the movement for 
solidarity with Palestine?
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