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Subject: Importation of non-human primates into the EU for research and toxicity testing purposes
and Commission plans for a phase-out

Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes'recognises that the
capture of non-human primates from the wild is highly stressful for the animals concerned and carries
an elevated risk of injury and suffering.

In order to end wild capture, Article 10 of the directive requires the Member States to ensure that the
primates listed in Annex Il are used in procedures only when they are the offspring of primates bred in
captivity or when sourced from self-sustaining colonies. This requirement was supposed to take effect
in November 20222,

However, the second feasibility study®on the subject concluded that ‘it is not possible to determine if
or whether the aspiration of sourcing from self-sustaining colonies will be achieved in the future, but
with the recent changes in usage, availability, demand and breeding practices ... it is unlikely to be
achieved for all commonly used primate species in the foreseeable future.’

The EU took an important moral stance when it decided to end its involvement in one of the cruellest
sides to the sourcing of primates. What are the Commission’s current plans regarding the provision
introduced by Directive 2010/63/EU to phase out the use of wild-caught primates and move towards
using only individuals bred in self-sustaining colonies?
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