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Subject: Criminal shipwreck in Greece

The most recent shipwreck in Greece will be one of the deadliest on record. The ship was carrying at 
least 400 people and perhaps as many as 750, according to survivors. Hundreds of children have 
most probably perished. The European Border and Coast Guard Agency, Frontex, detected the boat 
at 11:47 on 13 June 2023 and alerted the Greek authorities. Two hours later, the Greek authorities 
dispatched a helicopter at 13:50. Finally, after intermittent monitoring, without any rescue operation 
being activated, the vessel capsized at around 01:30 on 14 June 2023. The Greek authorities claim 
that the passengers refused their help in order to be able to continue their journey. This version 
contrasts with the distress calls received by the NGO Alarm Phone.

1. Did Frontex ask the Greek authorities to intervene, not to allow the boat to continue sailing?

2. Does the Commission consider that the Greek authorities’ decision to allow the vessel to 
continue sailing is in accordance with European and international law?

3. Does the Commission consider that the Greek sea rescue service, and the cooperation with 
Frontex, is effective and serves to save lives or should it be reviewed and supplemented by a 
European search and rescue operation?
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