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Rule 138

Jutta Paulus (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Restriction of brominated flame retardants

The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) recently published the Regulatory strategy for flame
retardants?, identifying aromatic brominated flame retardants for restriction under REACH?Z.

ECHA stated that it needs more time to investigate other flame retardants before initiating regulatory
action, in spite of extensive literature3and hazard data, including from Horizon projects (HBM4EU*,
ENFIRO?).

Flame retardants are widely used in consumer and industrial products, and their global consumption
is predicted to grow by 8 % annually in the coming years®. A major application of flame retardants is in
plastic foam insulation material. A recent report from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) raised
the issue of toxic smoke created during a fire owing to the use of brominated flame retardants’.

Toxic flame retardants have been found in recycled plastics and in food contact materials®,
undermining the circular economy.

1. When will the Commission propose restrictions on brominated flame retardants?
2. Will the Commission also propose a ban on flame retardants in plastic foam insulation?

3. Will the Commission act to prevent exposure to harmful flame retardants from recycled
materials?
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https://www.enfiro.eu/.
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