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Subject: Fight against corruption in Italy risks being undermined

The reform of the justice system in Italy, which is being championed by political forces backing 
Meloni’s government, aims, amongst other things, to abolish the offence of abuse of functions and to 
significantly water down the offence of illegal trading in influence. This conflicts with the aim of the 
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on combatting corruption 
(COM(2023)234), which seeks to update and strengthen the EU legal framework in this field, requiring 
Member States to adopt provisions to achieve at least a minimum harmonisation of legislation on 
corruption-related offences and corresponding penalties, as well as corruption prevention measures 
and instruments to strengthen cooperation efforts in the fight against corruption. In Committee XIV of 
the Italian Chamber of Deputies, the same centre-right political forces that support the reform of the 
justice system voted in favour of a reasoned opinion1, in accordance with Article 6 of Protocol (No 2) 
of the TFEU. The reasoned opinion maintains that the Proposal for a Directive on combatting 
corruption blatantly contradicts the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission believe that the abolition of abuse of functions as an offence and the 
adoption of other measures as part of the reform of the Italian justice system could undermine 
the fight against corruption?

2. How will it respond to the content of the reasoned opinion?
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1 
http://documenti.camera.it/leg19/resoconti/commissioni/bollettini/pdf/2023/07/19/leg.19.bol0145.data202

30719.com14.pdf.
2 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors:Tiziana Beghin(NI)


