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Subject: Phytosanitary risks for European citriculture and reaction of the European Commission

In July the EU detected two cases of the quarantine pest false codling moth (Thaumatotibia 
leucotreta) in citrus fruit from South Africa and headed to the European market: one was located in a 
shipment of oranges and the other in a shipment of grapefruit, and both were intercepted. It is not 
known whether there are more cases. These incidents demonstrate once again the phytosanitary risk 
that South African citrus fruits pose to European citriculture.

As far as citrus black spot is concerned, 22 cases have already been detected in South Africa this 
year. A further case of citrus black spot was detected in Egypt and a shipment of oranges was 
intercepted. In addition, it is already known that this quarantine pest is spreading in Tunisia’s citrus 
groves.

The Commission still has time to react to ensure that the European citrus sector feels protected 
against such serious pests.

I would therefore like to ask:

1. Does the Commission intend to extend the cold treatment requirement to other citrus species 
from South Africa that pose the same phytosanitary risk, such as mandarins and grapefruit?

2. Following the interception of a shipment containing a case of citrus black spot from Egypt, does 
the Commission plan to carry out an inspection in the area where the citrus fruit concerned is 
cultivated to determine the extent of the pest and to implement measures to ensure the 
phytosanitary safety of citrus fruits from Egypt?
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