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Subject: Partnerships between clubs in European football

In recent years, the number of club partnerships in the form of multi-club ownership arrangements in
the football industry has been steadily increasing. According to UEFA’s annual report on ‘The
European Club Footballing Landscape’, 82 top-division clubs, or 11% of the total, have a cross-
investment partnership with one or more other clubs'. UEFA itself is aware of the problem, as it
distorts the transfer market, while others take the view that it creates unfair competition and
encourages the formation of monopolies in European club football. Given the increasing number of
club partnerships in European football and the consequences that has for the football industry:

1. How does the Commission view the fact that the number of club partnerships in European
football has been steadily increasing in recent years?

2. Does the Commission take the view that club partnerships in European football are helping to
create unfair competition in the European football industry?

3. Does the Commission believe that it is possible to introduce European legislation to limit the
scope of club partnerships and, if it does, does it plan to do so?
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