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Subject: Truth behind the reported sharp increase in imports of Russian liquefied natural gas

The REPowerEU" plan aimed to end our heavy reliance on natural gas from Russia. The Commission
stated: ‘[tjhanks to the measures set out in the REPowerEU plan, we could gradually reduce our use
of fossil fuels by at least 155 billion cubic metres, i.e. the total volume of gas that we imported from
Russia in 2021’2, However, it is reported that ‘the EU is set to import record volumes of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) from Russia this year, despite aiming for the bloc to wean itself off Russian fossil
fuels by 20273. According to Global Witness, ‘[bletween January and July 2023, EU countries bought
22 million cubic meters of LNG, compared with 15 million cubic meters during the same period in
2021 — a jump of 40%. [...] This is a much sharper rise than the global average increase in Russian
LNG imports, which stands at 6%. According to the IEEFAS, by 2030, European demand for LNG
could reach between 150 and 190 billion cubic metress.

1. Can the Commission confirm that these figures are correct?
2. According to the Commission, is the solution to increase the share of American gas in the
European mix, even though it would emit between 20% and 45% more greenhouse gas than

Russian gas’?
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