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Subject: EU Blue Card

Directive 2009/50/EC of 25 May 20091 provides for the issuance of a so-called EU Blue Card to highly 
skilled third-country nationals (minimum three years of higher education) who can then be employed 
in an EU Member State for a specified duration.

1. How many EU Blue Cards have been issued by Member States since the directive was 
published?

2. What proportion of highly skilled third-country nationals employed under this system in the EU 
have actually returned to their country once their employment contract has come to an end?

3. From which countries do most of these foreign nationals originate?
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