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Subject: Growing trade deficit with China

In 2022, imports from China increased by over 30 % and totalled EUR 626 billion. EU exports to 
China increased by only 3 % and totalled EUR 230.3 billion. The trade deficit widened to EUR 365.7 
billion (+ 46 %) in 2022. European consumers are more addicted than ever to cheap imports, and 
firms have not lessened their dependence on Chinese raw materials and equipment.

1. How does the Commission see the trade deficit evolving in the years ahead?

2. What impact does the Commission foresee this huge trade deficit with China having on 
employment in the EU?

3. What measures is the Commission planning to take to prevent the Communist People's Republic 
of China from continuing to buy into European firms with funds obtained through trade with the 
EU, thereby increasing not only its economic but also its political influence in the EU?
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