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Subject: Operations of pharmacies in the market 

In Slovenia, a public pharmacy service (the issuing of prescription medicines) may be provided under 
the same conditions by public pharmacy institutes and private pharmacies granted a concession.       

However, under the Pharmacy Practice Act, both public pharmacy institutes and private pharmacies 
may also carry out a wide range of commercial activities – selling food, food supplements, personal 
care appliances, cosmetics, non-prescription medicines and medical devices (with an annual value 
more than EUR 5 million). In this area of operations, public pharmacies also act as market operators 
in a competitive market along with other providers of equivalent goods (private pharmacies and other 
traders). Public pharmacies therefore operate under conditions of free competition in the market with 
other entities carrying out the same economic activity, the purpose of which is to supply goods to 
consumers. It is not about meeting the needs of a public institute, but about supplying the public with 
the widest possible range of products designed to protect their health.

1. In accordance with Directive 2014/24/EU, can public pharmacy institutes purchase goods for the 
purpose of carrying out a commercial activity under the same conditions as a private pharmacy 
purchases those same goods? In neither case is the commercial activity in any way a burden on 
public funds.

2. If public pharmacy institutes had to purchase for resale through public procurement procedures, 
would this put them in a distinctly unequal position in their operations compared to other 
providers in the market, and, taking into account this condition, how could the legislator ensure 
that they can operate competitively?

3. How are such sales regulated in other EU Member States?
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