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Subject: Ban on exports of high-tech components for drones intended for acts of aggression 

Turkish exports of weapon systems, chiefly armed drones, have increased exponentially. According to 
data collected by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Turkish drone maker 
Baykar has export agreements with 30 countries. Since 2018, its clients have included countries such 
as Ethiopia, Libya and Azerbaijan, while Türkiye itself has been using the drones in question in its 
airstrikes against the PKK in Syria and Iraq.       

Türkiye manufactures its drones with critical high-tech components, such as optical sensors, supplied 
by German and Canadian electronics companies. In 2021, the Canadian government suspended 
export permits for military goods and technology to Türkiye when Azerbaijani forces used Turkish 
drones against Armenia in Nagorno Karabakh. As Canada’s foreign affairs minister said, this use was 
not consistent with Canadian foreign policy, nor end-use assurances given by Türkiye. Meanwhile, 
American officials have also expressed deep humanitarian concerns about the sale of drones to 
Ethiopia.

In view of this:

1. Is the Commission aware of all the above?

2. What steps could it take to prevent drones from being used in acts of aggression?
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