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The College of Europe specialises in training on European affairs, and a number of leading figures
have studied there'. The college’s rector, Federica Mogherini, who has held prestigious positions in
the Commission, has decided to name a room for its new European Diplomatic Academy at the
Bruges campus after Madeleine Albright2. US ambassador to the United Nations from 1993 to 1997
and US Secretary of State from 1997 to 2001 under the Clinton administration, Ms Albright, who
passed away in 2022, was a great supporter of US military interventions that have had disastrous
geopolitical consequences. She was particularly criticised for the 1999 bombing of Belgrade?, her
notable hostility towards the Serbs*, and her legitimisation of the American sanctions against Iraq
(1996-2003) that cost 500 000 children their lives and her claim that it was ‘worth it’.

At a time of worrying international tensions, when the EU’s decisions are under particular scrutiny,
and given that ‘the Commission funds around half the College of Europe’s budget’d, does the
Commission believe it suitable to choose such a figure?
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