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Subject: Improving the SailRail Service: facilitating multimodal ticket travel

Low-carbon travel around Europe, e.g. travelling by train or ferry instead of airplane, can save 
significant amounts of energy and emissions, and spare the planet from the non-CO2 effects of flying. 
However, people can face significant difficulties in connecting between different modes of low-carbon 
transport, which can involve long waiting times and thus serve as a disincentive.

When travelling from Ireland to mainland Europe, often the ferry and train timetables are not synched, 
leaving people needlessly waiting at ports. Or worse, the ferry port has no direct connection to a train 
station: for example in Cork, where ferry passengers must walk half an hour to reach a bus to bring 
them to the train station, or Roscoff, where foot passengers must walk 30 minutes from the train 
station to the port. This can put foot passengers at a disadvantage compared to those in cars.

1. What measures (voluntary or mandatory) can the Commission take to ensure that rail, bus and 
ferry companies are aligning their timetables in order to optimise this form of low-carbon travel in 
Europe?

2. What measures (voluntary or mandatory) can the Commission take to encourage equal 
treatment of foot passengers and cyclists on ferries when compared to car users?
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